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SUIR CATCHMENT FLOOD RISK 
ASSESSMENT AND MANAGEMENT STUDY 

(SUIR CFRAM STUDY) 
 
 

INFORMATION LEAFLET  
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
The Office of Public Works (OPW) and its 
partners: - 
· North Tipperary County Council, 
· South Tipperary County Council, 
· Kilkenny County Council, 
· Waterford County Council, 
· Waterford City Council, 
· Limerick County Council, 
 
have recognised the levels of existing flood 
risk in and around the River Suir and its 
tributaries. Flood Risk is likely to increase in 
the future with predicted changes in climate, 
ongoing development and other pressures that 
may arise. 
 
To address this issue, a catchment flood risk 
assessment and management (CFRAM) 
study of the entire catchment is now being 
undertaken. The catchment, shown in Fig 1, 
is approximately 3,520km2. 
 
The study will focus primarily on developed 
areas and areas subject to significant 
development pressure known to have 
experienced flooding in the past or believed 
to be at risk of flooding in the future. These 
FRAM Priority Areas are listed in Table 1. 

STUDY OBJECTIVES. 
· Assess the flood risk to the catchment as 

a whole both now and in the future 
 

· Identify how future land use and climate 
change may increase the risk of 
flooding. 

 
· Carry out a Strategic Environmental 

Assessment (SEA), to ensure that 
environmental issues and opportunities 
for enhancement are considered. 

 
· Consider potential options to manage the 

flood risk including both structural and 
non-structural measures. 

 
· Develop an economically, socially and 

environmentally appropriate long-term 
strategy (Catchment Flood Risk 
Management Plan, CFRMP) to manage 
the flood risk and help ensure the safety 
and sustainability of communities in the 
Suir Catchment. 

 
· To comply with the requirements of the 

European Directive on the Assessment 
and Management of Flood Risk.  

 
 

Photo 1  Fethard (Source OPW)                                             Photo 2  Templemore (Source OPW) 
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FRAM PRIORITY AREAS 
· ARDFINNAN · FETHARD · NEWCASTLE 
· BALLYMACARBRY  · FIDDOWN · PILTOWN 
· BALLYPOREEN · GOLDEN · PORTLAW 
· BANSHA · HOLYCROSS · TEMPLEMORE 
· BORRISOLEIGH · KILSHEELAN · THURLES 
· CAHIR · MULLINAHONE · TIPPERARY TOWN 
· CARRICK-ON-SUIR · MULLINAVAT · WATERFORD CITY 
· CLOGHEEN   
· CLONMEL (including MARFIELD & KNOCKLOFTY) 

© Government of Ireland 
OSi Licence Number EN-002-1006 

 

Photo 3  Kilsheelan (Source OPW)                                    Photo 4  Cahir (Source OPW) 
 

Table 1  List of FRAM Priority Areas for study 

 Fig 1  Map of Suir Catchment   
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KEY STAGES 
 
The three key stages in the development of the Catchment Flood Risk Management Plan 
(CFRMP) are shown below: - 

 
STAGE ACTIVITY PURPOSE PROPOSED 

PROGRAMME  
Assessment 
of Flood Risk 

River 
Structure and 
Channel 
Survey 

To determine the geometric 
parameters of river channels and 
structures (weirs, bridges etc) in the 
catchment. 
 
To record, where available, extent 
and levels of historic floods. 

Mid 2007 

 Flood 
Defence 
Asset Survey 

To gather information on the types 
and condition of flood defence 
structures (eg. Flood walls, 
Embankments, etc). 

Late 2007 to mid 
2008 

 Aerial Survey To determine ground levels along 
the river corridor and floodplains 
using aerial surveying techniques. 

Late 2007 to 
early 2008 

 Hydrological 
Assessment 

Analysis of river flows and rainfall 
for use in computer models. 

Early 2008  

 Hydraulic 
Modelling 

Development of computer models 
to predict river levels and flood 
extents during extreme flood events 
both now and in the future. 

Mid to late 2008 

 Flood Risk 
Mapping 

Use of the computer models to 
indicate areas at risk of flood 
inundation for floods of various 
magnitudes, both now and in the 
future. 

Early 2009 

Option 
Assessment 

Identification 
of potential 
flood risk 
management 
options. 

To recommend potential options to 
manage identified flood risk as 
appropriate. 

Mid 2009 

 Assessment 
of all 
identified 
preferred 
options. 

Technical, economic and 
environmental assessment of all 
identified options to determine 
preferred strategy. 

Mid to late 2009 

Production of 
CFRMP & 
SEA 

Development 
and 
publication of 
Catchment 
Flood Risk 
Management 
Plan 
(CFRMP). 

To present the results of the above 
activities and outline the proposed 
strategic flood risk management 
options for the catchment – subject 
to public consultation on draft 
CFRMP. 

Late 2009 
(Draft) 
 
Early 2010 
(Final) 
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PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT  
Consultation will be undertaken throughout the study to ensure that the knowledge, 
experience and views of the stakeholders and the general public are taken into account at all 
stages of the development of the CFRMP. Public Consultation days will be advertised in the 
local press, websites of participating local authorities and website of the Office of Public 
Works. 
 

 
CONTACT DETAILS  
If you have any question or require any further information relating to this study please email 
SuirCFRAMStudy@opw.ie. Further information on flooding is available from the OPW 
websites www.flooding.ie and www.floodmaps.ie 

 

 

 

 

 

Office of Public Works                      Tel: - 01-6476000 
51. St. Stephen’s Green            Web: - www.opw.ie 
Dublin 2                

 

North Tipperary County Council      Tel:-    067- 44500 
Civic Offices                                      Web: - www.tipperarynorth.ie 
Limerick Road 
Nenagh 
Co. Tipperary  

South Tipperary County Council       Tel:-   052 - 34455 
County Hall                                        Web:- www.southtippcoco.ie 
Clonmel 
Co. Tipperary 

Kilkenny County Council  Tel: -   056 - 779400 
County Hall    Web: - www.kilkennycoco.ie 
John’s Street 
Kilkenny 

Waterford County Council  Tel: -   058 - 22000 
Civic Offices    Web: - www.waterfordcoco.ie 
Davitt’s Quay 
Dungarvan 
Co. Waterford 

Waterford City Council  Tel: -   051 – 309900 
City Hall    Web: - www.waterfordcity.ie 
The Mall 
Waterford 
 

 

Limerick County Council  Tel: -   061 – 496000 
County Hall    Web: - www.lcc.ie 
Dooradoyle 
Limerick 


