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9. MONITORING AND IMPLEMENTATION  
 

Main Sections in this Chapter are: 
1. Introduction 
2. Section 15(1) Planning and Development act 2000 
3. Indicators and Targets 
4. Council’s Responsibility 

___________________________________________________________ 
9.1 Introduction 
 
It is important that the policies and 
objectives of the Plan are monitored and 
reviewed to gauge their effectiveness as 
they are implemented. The monitoring 
process highlights the areas of the Plan 
which need reviewing and gives an 
indication as to whether the Plan is 
achieving its aims. A Strategic 
Environmental Assessment of the Policies 
of the Plan has been undertaken to assess 
whether the current set of policies are in 
line with the sustainability aims of the 
Plan.  
 
9.2 Section 15(1) Planning and 
Development Act 2000 
 
Section 15 (1) of the Planning and 
Development Acts 2000 – 2006 requires 
the Planning Authority to take such steps 
within its powers as may be necessary for 
securing the objectives of the 
Development Plan. Under Section 15 (2) 
of the Act there is a requirement of the 
Manager to give a report to the Members 
of the Authority, not more than 2 years 
after the making of the Plan, setting out 
the progress achieved in securing the 
objectives contained in the County 
Development Plan. In addition, under 
Section 95(3) of the Act, the Manager is 
required to include in this report the 
progress achieved in implementing the 
Housing Strategy. 
 
9.3 Indicators and Targets 
 
A list of indicators and targets relating to 
the overall strategic themes of the Plan has 
been devised as shown in Table 9.1. This 
will enable the monitoring of the policies 
in the Plan and provide information on 
whether the aims of the Plan are being 
met. The new Plan will be subject to 

ongoing monitoring and review as is 
deemed necessary and further areas for 
monitoring and the use of the data will be 
examined where necessary. 
 
North Tipperary County Council has 
aimed to incorporate the main principles 
and practices on accessibility in this Plan 
in line with guidelines from the National 
Disability Authority. The Council further 
supports the ‘Disability Proofing Template 
for Local Government – Barcelona 
Declaration Project 2001-2004’ and will 
disability/equality proof the Plan and 
ensure that the monitoring, feedback and 
evaluation of the Plan will include an 
impact measure on the quality of life of 
people with disabilities. 
 
9.4 Council’s Responsibility 
 
The Council produces a series of regular 
monitoring reports in addition to other 
planning related data as required by the 
Government. These relate to the key areas 
of: 

·  Housing – the monitoring of 
residential land availability, the 
supply of housing land and 
affordable housing 

·  Employment – the monitoring of 
employment land availability and 
the supply of strategic 
employment land 

·  Planning application statistics. 
 
 
Policy MI: Monitoring the Plan 
The Planning Authority will continue to 
monitor the effectiveness of policies and 
objectives in the Plan and will take 
account of the changing circumstances in 
the physical, social and economic 
environment in order to review and update 
the Plan. 
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Table 9.1 Indicators and Targets 
 
Strategic Theme/Aim Indicator Target (by 2016) 
Settlement Strategy   
1. Consolidate, 
strengthen and develop 
the local communities 

Population in Structural 
Weak areas 
 
Population in small towns 
and villages 
 

To increase or maintain 
 
 
To increase or maintain 

Housing   
2. Meet housing needs  
 
3. Improve access to 
facilities and services for 
all especially 
disadvantaged groups 

Area of land available for 
housing development. 
 
Social & Affordable housing 
provided in new 
developments. 
 
Proportion of new dwellings, 
which meet access-housing 
standards. 
 
Access to new buildings for 
people with disabilities. 
 

To increase if necessary only 
 
To meet social & affordable 
targets in housing strategy. 
 
 
To increase 
 
 
To increase 

Transport and 
Infrastructure 

  

4. Minimise energy 
consumption by 
transport, and the need to 
travel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Maximise renewable 
energy 
 
6. To maximize 
recycling/reuse of waste. 
 
 
 
 
7. Minimise pollution 
 

Number of car trips (morning 
peak) 
 
Use of public transport (bus). 
 
Cycling as a transport mode 
 
Average housing densities in 
new development. 
 
Number of renewable energy 
projects 
 
Percentage of waste recycled. 
 
 
To upgrade water services 
and infrastructure 
 
 
 
 
To complete River Basin 
Management plans in 
accordance with the Water 
Framework Directive 
 

To reduce 
 
 
To increase or maintain 
 
 
To increase or maintain 
 
 
Where appropriate to increase 
or maintain 
 
 
To increase where appropriate 
 
 
To increase recycling and 
composting in housing and 
commercial developments. 
 
To improve or maintain 
 
To improve or maintain 
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Economic Development   
8. Consolidate, 
strengthen and diversify 
the local economy 

Supply of employment land 
 
Amount of floorspace of new 
retail development located in 
existing centres identified in 
the Retail Strategy as a 
percentage of total new retail 
floorspace. 

To increase or maintain 
 
 
New retail development 
developed in accordance with 
the Retail Strategy and Retail 
Planning Guidelines. 

Environment and 
Heritage 

  

9. Conservation and 
enhancement of natural 
heritage and built 
environment 

Number of Architectural 
Conservation Areas 
 
Protected Structures 

To increase or maintain 
 
 
 
To increase or maintain 

10. Protect amenity, 
ecological and landscape 
value. 

Number of Tree Preservation 
Order’s (TPO’s). 
 
Number of sites of 
importance for Nature 
Conservation adversely 
affected by development. 

To increase TPO’s 
 
 
 
No sites adversely 
affected by development 

Community and 
Recreation 

  

11. Protect open space, 
recreational and 
community facilities 

Area of publicly accessible 
open space gained or lost. 
 
Number of leisure and 
community facilities lost to 
other uses. 

To increase or maintain 
 
 
 
To decrease 

12. Childrens’ Play 
Areas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13. Protect open space, 
recreational and 
community facilities 

The number of children’s 
playgrounds per population – 
directly provided by the Local 
Authority or facilitated by the 
Local Authority. 
 
Area of publicly accessible 
open space gained or lost. 
 
 
 
Number of leisure and 
community facilities lost to 
other uses. 

To increase or maintain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To increase or maintain 
 
 
 
 
 
To decrease 

Disability/Equality   
14. Promoting Universal 
Accessibility 

Accessibility to all types of 
development and 
infrastructure, e.g. Footpaths, 
roadways, parks, etc for 
people with disabilities 

To increase 
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