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1 WIND ENERGY CAPACITY STUDY 
 
 
1.1 POLICY BACKGROUND 
 

1.1.1  National Policy Context 
The National Development Plan (2000 – 2006) supports the expansion of the 
use of renewable energy under the Economic and Social Infrastructure 
Operational Programme and in answer to EU protocol, specifically the White 
Paper on Renewable Energy, November 1997. This Paper set a target of 
doubling the contribution of renewable energy to total energy supply by the 
year 2010. The Irish Green Paper on Sustainable Energy issued in September 
1999 set a more immediate target of increasing the percentage of electricity 
generated by renewable sources from 6.3% in 2000 to 12.39% in 2005. 

 
1.1.2 County Policy Context 
 

The County Development Plan 2004-2010 for North Tipperary refers to policy 
on wind energy in paragraph 7.6.1. It expresses the intention to seek a plan led 
approach to the granting of applications for windfarms to ensure that this 
form of development follows an overall strategy for the County that is based 
on landscape assessment and sensitivity together with wind resource 
mapping. 
The Development Plan policy SERV 5 on wind energy states the following ‘It 
is the policy of the Council to facilitate the exploitation of the natural wind energy 
resource available provided that it can be demonstrated that such development and 
associated infrastructure is in accordance with the guidelines set out in the County 
Landscape Character Assessment and other development plan policies in respect of 
the protection of the environment. 
 

1.2 ASSESSMENT METHOD 
 

The study follows methodologies outlined in government draft policy on 
renewable energy, specifically the DoEHLG Draft Planning Guidelines on wind 
energy for planning authorities, published in 2004 (the Wind Energy Guidelines) 
together with good practice guidance published by the Landscape Institute of 
the United Kingdom and methodologies used in similar case studies 
conducted in Scotland. The case study specifically referenced is the ‘Landscape 
Study windfarm development in the Ochill Hills and part of Southern Highland 
Perthshire, prepared for Perth and Kinross Council by David Tyldesley and 
Associates, 2004. 
The study is founded on the findings of the baseline Landscape Character 
Assessment undertaken for the County by Environmental Resources 
Management (Ireland) Ltd. The study considered the potential effects of wind 
farm developments on both landscape character and visual amenity and is 
focused on two objectives as follows: 
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• Assessment of the relative suitability of North Tipperary landscapes to 
  wind farm development. 
• Provision of design guidance in terms of wind farm layout in respect 
   of the particular landscape character types encountered in the study. 
 

The assessment process was conducted in three steps and included a desk 
study, fieldwork and reporting as detailed below. 
 
1.2.1 Desk Study 
 

Data review 
 

The desk exercise included a review of both wind farm capacity studies 
undertaken in Ireland and Scotland and best practice guidance on the subject, 
specifically that issued by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and 
Local Government as referenced above. 

 
GIS Mapping 

 
A wind resource map was prepared for the County using Geographical 
Information Systems (GIS) and the following 

·  Ordnance Survey mapping for the County at a scale of 1:50,000. 
·  Windspeed data sourced from the Wind Atlas 2003 for the Republic of 

Ireland prepared by Sustainable Energy Ireland. 
 

This map is presented in Figure A1 Wind Energy Capacity Study. This map 
identifies the areas most likely to have potential for wind farm development 
under current economic conditions. The analysis through its consideration of 
landcover, also considered the effects of forestry and other land uses on wind 
speeds. It is calculated in metres per second (m/s) at an assumed hub height 
of 50 m above ground level.  
However, while this turbine height is generally considered to be the most acceptable height 
in landscape and visual terms on elevated and prominent locations, higher turbines will be 
considered on flat farmland or plateau landscapes.  

 
Essentially, areas with a mean wind speed of 7 to 8 m/s or above are regarded 
as having a wind resource that is sufficient for a wind farm development to be 
viable. In practice, the higher the wind speed, the more attractive a site will be 
to wind energy developers (subject to other considerations such as site access 
and grid connections). This is because there is a logarithmic relationship 
between wind speed and power output. For example, an increase in wind 
speed from 6 m/s to 7.5 m/s results in a doubling of power output. 
 
Landscape Character Assessment 
 
The baseline Landscape Character Assessment which identifies and 
subdivides the County into landscape character areas with further 
subdivisions as landscape character types is the basis for the wind farm 
strategy. The findings of the character assessment are summarised below and 
augmented by further subdividing landscape character types to reflect 
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variations in landscape characteristics that were considered relevant to the 
wind farm strategy. Wind speeds, where these exceed 7m/s in locations 
within each landscape character area are also recorded. 
 
 

Table 1.1  Landscape Characterisation Summary 
 

Landscape Character Areas   Landscape Character Types  Mean windspeed m/s 
Shannon Callows     1. Flood Meadows    - 

2. Raised Bogland    - 
9. Wetland Farmlands   - 
13. Farmed Ridges                 7-10 

Upper Lough Derg     1. Flood Meadows    - 
14. Drumlin farmland with                7-10 

Loughs    - 
8. Mixed Arable and Pasture   -  

Lowlands 
Arra Mountains     4. Upland Bogland with               10-16 

Afforestation   - 
5. Upland Fringe                 7-10  
6. Farmed Foothills    - 
12. Lough Fringe Farmland   - 
17. Gorge    - 
8. Mixed arable and pasture   - 

lowlands 
Borrisokane Lowlands    3. Urban Fringe    - 

8. Mixed Arable and Pasture   - 
Lowlands    - 

9. Wetland Farmlands   - 
13. Farmed Ridges                  7-10 

River Shannon – Newport    2. Raised Bogland    - 
12. Lough Fringe Farmland   - 

 13. Farmed Ridges    - 
15. Farmed rolling hills   - 
11. Lough Fringe Farmland   - 

Silvermines – Rearcross    4. Upland Bogland with              10-16  
Afforestation 

5. Upland Fringe                 7-10  
6. Farmed Foothills                 7-10  
7. Moorland Hills    -  
18. River Valley    - 

Upperchurch – Kilcommon Hills  6. Farmed Foothills                  7-10 
16. Enclosed Valley   - 

Thurles Hinterland     3. Urban Fringe    - 
8. Mixed Arable and Pasture   - 

Lowlands 
13. Farmed Ridges    - 

Littleton Boglands     2. Raised Bogland    - 
8. Mixed Arable and Pasture   - 

Lowlands 
Templemore Plains    2. Raised Bogland    - 

3. Urban Fringe    -  
10. Lowland Pasture   - 
13. Farmed Ridges                 7-10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT      NORTH TIPPERARY COUNTY COUNCIL 

3 



Landscape Character Areas  Landscape Character Types  Mean windspeed m/s 
Devilsbit Mountains   4. Upland Bogland with               11-16 

Afforestation    -  
5. Upland Fringe    7-10 
6. Farmed Foothills    - 
10. Lowland Pasture   - 

Nenagh Corridor    3. Urban Fringe    -   
10. Lowland Pasture   - 
13. Farmed Ridges    7-10 
11. Glacial Valley    - 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In general, the southern end of the County has greater wind speed and 
therefore greater capacity to facilitate wind farm proposals. The highest 
windspeeds are recorded for the summit areas of Borrisnoe Mountain, located 
in the environs of the Devil’s bit. Higher windspeeds are also recorded for 
Keeper Hill and the Silvermines range. Windspeeds recorded for each LCA 
are presented in Table 1.1 above. 
 
Wind farm capacity assessment – Suitability of landscapes to wind farm developments 
 
From the methodologies studied, a series of landscape and visual criteria were 
selected to represent the landscape characteristics most likely to be affected by 
wind farm developments. The criteria, listed in the table below were used to 
evaluate the relative suitability of the North Tipperary landscapes to wind 
farm developments. The first ten key criteria (L1 –L10) relate to landscape 
characteristics that would help to identify the better locations for wind farms. 
In this regard, landscapes with a higher potential to accommodate windfarms 
(less sensitive) in respect to any one of the 10 criteria are scored as 1 whilst 
areas with a lower potential (more sensitive) to accommodate windfarms 
under a given criterion are scored as 0. Criteria V1 – V3 relate to visual 
characteristics that would help to identify the landscapes that would be more 
visually sensitive to wind farms. A score of 0 applies in respect of a landscape 
which has a lower potential to accommodate windfarms based on a given 
visual criterion and a score of 1 applies to a landscape that has a higher 
capacity to accommodate windfarms based on a given visual criterion. 
 
This strategy serves as a general guide or indicator as to the capacity for landscapes to 
accommodate windfarms. It must be noted that specific proposals for any windfarm 
development in the County would have to be subjected to more detailed visual 
assessment which is outside the scope of this study. 
This strategic assessment identifies areas of high sensitivity (highlighted in red on 
Figure A1). These locations are deemed unsuitable for the siting of windfarm 
developments in the interest of preserving landscape and visual amenity. Given that 
the scope of this strategic assessment excludes detailed visual analysis, the areas 
highlighted in red as sensitive are general and indicative in broad terms and 
applications for windfarms that are located close to the areas highlighted in red must 
include a thorough visual analysis as part of the EIS process. The EIS will 
demonstrate that a given development will not interfere physically or visually with 
these important landscapes highlighted. 
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Table 1.2  Landscape and Visual Assessment Criteria 
 ____________________________________________________________________ 

Landscape Criterion  Areas with higher potential  Areas with lower potential 
(score = 1)   (score = 0 ) 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
L1. Scale   Large scale    Small scale 
L2. Openness   Open     Enclosed 
L3. Landform   Smooth, regular, rolling or  Dramatic, rugged, steep, 

undulating, flowing landform. complex landform 
L4. Landcover   Extensive areas of similar  A variety of landcover types in 

ground cover such as grass  smaller units or patchworks. 
moorland or afforestation. 

L5. Complexity and Pattern  Landscapes that are simple  Landscapes that are complex 
and / or with sweeping lines  and / or with strong geometric 
and irregular linear features  linear patterns. 
and patterns. 

L6. Settlement and  Masts, pylons, industrial  No obvious evidence of 
         Infrastructure  elements, buildings,   modern settlement, buildings 

infrastructure, settlements or   or structures. 
main roads 

L7. Perception of windiness  Windswept    Sheltered 
L8. Perception of change  Dynamic or modern and   Ancient or otherwise with 

vulnerable to change   obvious historical continuity, 
designed landscapes. 

L9. Movement   Regular movement, other than  Little or no movement, 
natural movements such as   stillness. 
clouds. 

L10. Landscape Experience  Busyness, activity, human   Solitude, remoteness and / or 
induced noise.    peacefulness / tranquillity, 

emptiness. 
 

Visual Criterion 
V1. Prominence       Prominent distinctive peaks 

and ridges 
V2. Settings Backdrops and      Areas with topographic 
Horizons        features that define the setting, 

backdrop, main outlook or 
horizon of areas with 
extensive population. 

V3. Important Skylines from      Areas that form the skyline or 
main transport corridors      prominent horizon from main 

road and rail corridors. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Wind farm capacity assessment – design guidance 
 

The draft planning guidelines issued by the Department of the Environment, 
Heritage and Local Government provide landscape design guidance in respect 
of six typical landscape types identified as commonly occurring in Ireland as 
follows: 

 
• Mountain Moorland 
• Hilly and Flat Farmland 
• Flat Peatland 
• Transitional Marginal Land 
• Urban / Industrial 
• Coast. 
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These design criteria are applied to the landscapes of North Tipperary which, 
in general, are judged to be ‘areas with higher potential’ according to the above 
table. 
 

1.2.2   Fieldwork 
A rapid field study was undertaken for the purpose of applying the landscape 
and visual criteria identified above to the landscape character types identified 
in each of the Landscape Character Areas (LCA’s) of North Tipperary. Within 
each LCA, the landscape character types that featured appropriate wind 
resource were studied and scored accordingly. 
 

1.2.3   Reporting 
The findings of the wind farm capacity assessment are presented below for 
each Landscape Character Area and the Landscape Character Types contained 
therein for which, viable wind speeds are recorded. The viable areas are 
outlined in table 1.3 below and evaluated, each in turn. 
 

Table 1.3  County LCAs and LCTs with viable windspeeds 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 

Landscape Character Areas   Landscape Character types 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
Shannon Callows      LCT 13. Farmed Ridges 
 
Upper Lough Derg     LCT 14. Drumlin Farmland with loughs 
 
Arra Mountains      LCT 4. Upland Bogland with Afforestation 

 LCT 5. Upland Fringe 
 

Borrisokane Lowlands     LCT 13. Farmed Ridges 
 
River Shannon – Newport     No viable wind resource 
 
Silvermines – Rearcross     LCT 4. Upland Bogland with Afforestation 

 LCT 5. Upland Fringe 
 LCT 6. Farmed Foothills 
 LCT 7. Moorland Hills 
 

Upperchurch – Kilcommon Hills    LCT 6. Farmed Foothills 
 
Thurles Hinterland      No viable wind resource 
 
Littleton Boglands      No viable wind resource 
 
Templemore Plains     LCT 13. Farmed Ridges 
 
Devil’s Bit Mountains     LCT 4. Upland Bogland with Afforestation 

 LCT 5. Upland Fringe 
 

Nenagh Corridor      LCT 13. Farmed Ridges 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Shannon Callows 
 
The farmed ridges area of this LCA is a low lying farmed landscape with 
occasional limestone ridges. Specifically, the ridge or elevated point capable of 
harnessing wind energy is in the townland of Grange as illustrated in Figure 
A1: Wind Energy Landscape Capacity Study. The landscape and visual 
assessment scoring criteria (Table 1.2), applied to this area yielded results as 
illustrated in table 1.4. 
 

Table 1.4  Shannon Callows 
  __________________________________________________________________
  __________________________________________________________________
     L1   L2   L3   L4   L5   L6   L7   L8   L9   L10   V1   V2   V3 

13. Farmed Ridges   1      1     1      1     1     0      1     0      0      0      1       1      1 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
In terms of landscape criteria, this landscape is judged to be capable of 
accommodating wind farms. It is a large scale open landscape given over to 
farming uses. A low populated area, the worked or farmed nature of this 
landscape is such that it does not carry a sense of remoteness. 
 
In terms of visual criteria, this landscape presents no distinctive scenic 
skylines nor does it form a backdrop to significant clusters of population that 
would render it sensitive to wind farm development. 
 
Overall the farmed ridges LCT within the Shannon Callows LCA would 
accommodate wind farms and the design layout for a wind farm in this area 
would follow that prescribed for hilly and flat farmland according to the 
DoEHLG draft guidelines 2004. 
 
Upper Lough Derg 

 
The drumlin farmland with loughs area of this LCA represents an area of 
closely grouped glacial hills, in between which loughs are located in the low 
lying areas. Specifically, the area capable of harnessing wind energy is in the 
townland north of the village of Coolbawn as illustrated in Figure A1: Wind 
Energy Landscape Capacity Study. The landscape and visual assessment 
scoring criteria (Table 1.2), applied to this area yielded results as illustrated in 
table 1.5. 
 

Table 1.5  Upper Lough Derg 
  ____________________________________________________________________ 
  ____________________________________________________________________ 

L1   L2   L3   L4   L5   L6   L7   L8   L9   L10   V1   V2   V3 
14. Drumlin farmland       0      0     1     1      1      1    0       1     1      1       1      1      1 
with loughs. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In terms of the material landscape, this is a working farmed area containing 
small settlements with low populations. Although reasonably scenic, it does 
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not carry a wilderness or remote undisturbed quality. This landscape could 
accommodate wind farms without undue deterioration of character. 
 
Visual impact criteria as presented in the table above indicate that there are no 
significant skylines of either high scenic quality or for which, significant 
populations look towards as an important backdrop. Wind farms are therefore 
judged to be visually acceptable in this landscape. Overall the design layout 
for a wind farm in this area would follow that prescribed for hilly and flat 
farmland according to the DoEHLG draft guidelines 2004. 
 
The visual catchment of the scenic route associated with Lough Derg deserves 
protection from wind farm development (not included in the above scoring 
system). This restriction extends to upland areas contained in this visual 
catchment. 
 
Arra Mountains  
 
The upland bogland with afforestation area and the upland fringe area of 
this LCA represents an upland mountain landscape with transitional fringe of 
rough grazing located on lower elevations. Large areas of both of these 
landscape character types are capable of harnessing wind energy as illustrated 
in Figure A1: Wind Energy Landscape Capacity Study. The landscape and 
visual assessment scoring criteria (Table 1.2), applied to this area yielded 
results as illustrated in table 1.6. 
 

Table 1.6  Arra Mountains 
  ____________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
L1   L2   L3   L4   L5   L6   L7   L8   L9   L10   V1   V2   V3 

4. Upland Bogland     1      1     1      1     1      0     1     1      0      0       1      1      1 
with Afforestation 
5. Upland Fringe     0      0      1      1     1      1     1     1     1      1        1      1     1 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The upland bogland with afforestation is a large scale landscape with 
extensive areas of commercial coniferous forestry. This has resulted in some 
displacement of true character in this area. The forests and their backdrop 
present a real opportunity to plan for wind energy and maximum advantage 
can be made of these forests as vegetation screens to further confine the visual 
impact of wind energy development. The design layout for a wind farm in this 
area would follow that prescribed for mountain moorland according to the 
DoEHLG draft guidelines 2004. 
 
The visual scoring criteria would also suggest that wind farm planning in this 
area will not conflict significantly with important skylines. 
 
The upland fringe landscape is a farmed working landscape, somewhat 
degraded as a result of scattered derelict farmsteads. The small scale nature of 
this landscape renders it more sensitive to wind turbines. In general, wind 
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farms are acceptable here but careful attention to the layout and scale of a 
given scheme in order that it may sit comfortably in this landscape will be 
required. 

 
The visual scoring criteria would also suggest that wind farm planning in this 
area will not conflict significantly with important skylines. The design layout 
for a wind farm in this area would follow that prescribed for transitional 
marginal land according to the DoEHLG draft guidelines 2004. 
In terms of the Arra Mountains LCA generally, specific attention is drawn to 
the scenic route at the shore of Lough Derg and the Lough Derg Way walking 
route and associated views (not included in the above scoring system). The 
scenic route designation associated with the lake together with its visual 
catchment should be protected from development of wind farms. Scenic views 
associated with the walking route should also be protected from wind farm 
development. Considering both of these designated features, it is 
recommended that the edges of the Arra Mountains that contain the walking 
routes with scenic views out onto the lake should not be used for wind farm 
development. 

 
Borrisokane Lowlands 

 
The farmed ridges area of this LCA represents a slightly elevated landscape 
comprising limestone ridgelines set against an expanse of low lying flat 
farmland. The ridgelines which are capable of harnessing wind energy are 
located on the eastern side of this Landscape Character Area and adjacent to 
the County boundary as illustrated in Figure A1: Wind Energy Landscape 
Capacity Study. The landscape and visual assessment scoring criteria (Table 
1.2), applied to this area yielded results as illustrated in table 1.7. 
 

Table 1.7  Borrisokane Lowlands 
  ____________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
L1   L2   L3   L4   L5   L6   L7   L8   L9   L10   V1   V2   V3 

13. Farmed Ridges     0      1     1      1     1     1      0      1     1       1      1       1     1 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In terms of landscape elements, the farmed ridges character type is not a 
particularly sensitive landscape. The ridgelines, although visible, represent a 
working farmed landscape where the sight of small scale wind farm 
developments would not look out of place. In visual terms, such a scheme 
would not, in this context, conflict with any highly scenic skyline. The design 
layout for a wind farm in this area would follow that prescribed for hilly and 
flat farmland according to the DoEHLG draft guidelines 2004. 
 
Silvermines – Rearcross 

 
This is an elevated upland landscape, the upland bogland with afforestation 
area comprises mountain covered blanket bogs with large tracts of forestry. 
The moorland hills are an elevated and exposed heathland landscape. The 
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upland fringe part of this LCA is marginal and represents the transition 
between mountain moor and the more low lying foothills. The farmed 
foothills represent a working farmed landscape in good condition. 
Economically viable wind speeds are found in all of these character types as 
illustrated in Figure A1: Wind Energy Landscape Capacity Study. 
The landscape and visual assessment scoring criteria (Table 1.2), applied to 
this area yielded results as illustrated in table 1.8. 
 

Table 1.8  Silvermines Rearcross        
  ____________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
L1   L2   L3   L4   L5   L6   L7   L8   L9   L10   V1   V2   V3 

4. Upland Bogland      1     1      1      1     1     0      1     1     0       0      0      0      0 
with Afforestation 
5. Upland Fringe                0      0     1      1     1      1      1     1     1      1      1      1      1 
6. Farmed foothills      1      1     1      0     0      1      1     1     1      1      1      1      1 
7. Moorland Hills      1      1     1      1     1      0      1     0     0      0      1      1      1 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

The assessment and score rating in respect of Upland bogland with 
afforestation was conducted in respect of areas showing a dominant forest 
cover. Such a landscape could be capable of accommodating a wind farm of a 
substantial scale. Emphasis is placed on the use of land already altered by 
forest or forest felling. The areas of untouched active blanket bog should 
remain undisturbed. 
In visual terms, the scoring criteria would suggest that such a landscape is 
visually unsuited to wind farm development. Indeed the skylines associated 
with Keeper Hill, Mother Mountain and the western part of the Silvermine 
range (covered in active blanket bog) are deemed unsuited to wind farm 
development on these grounds. The design layout for a wind farm in this area 
would follow that prescribed for mountain moorland according to the DoEHLG 
draft guidelines 2004. In locations where siting is to occur in association with 
large tracts of forestry, a larger scale scheme with taller turbine height can be 
accommodated. 
 
The upland fringe is a smaller scale landscape and whilst capable of 
accommodating windfarms, attention needs to be given to the scale of the 
development in respect of the scale of the surroundings. There are no 
significant strategic visual constraints in this area that would render it too 
sensitive to development. The design layout for a wind farm in this area 
would follow that prescribed for transitional marginal land according to the 
DoEHLG draft guidelines 2004.  
 
The moorland hills have an open aspect with no divisional features that 
would give scale to this area. Larger scale wind farm developments could be 
considered in this area provided there is no damage to any active bog habitats 
present. This landscape does not contain or present any striking skylines that 
would serve as a key backdrop to settlements and is therefore visually 
acceptable for wind farms. Specifically the design layout for a wind farm in 
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this area would follow that prescribed for mountain moorland according to the 
DoEHLG draft guidelines 2004. 
 
In respect of the farmed foothills area of this landscape, the capacity to 
accommodate wind farms is verified by the results of the scoring system. 
Although a relatively large scale landscape, attention will need to be given to 
the size and layout design of the turbines to complement the scale as defined 
by the farmed patterns therein. The design layout of a wind farm in this area 
would follow that prescribed for hilly and flat farmland according to the 
DoEHLG draft guidelines 2004 albeit with some modifications to suit this 
larger scale landscape. 
 
A specific recommendation with regard to this entire Landscape Character 
Area relates to the Slieve Felim walking route which traverses almost all of the 
Landscape character types in this area and proposals for wind farms ought to 
preserve the visual catchment and integrity of this walking route. 
 
Upperchurch – Kilcommon Hills 
 
The farmed foothills area of this LCA represents a series of tightly packed 
farmed hills with small valleys located between some of these hills. Large 
areas of this landscape are capable of harnessing wind energy as illustrated in 
Figure A1: Wind Energy Landscape Capacity Study. The landscape and visual 
assessment scoring criteria (Table 1.2), applied to this area yielded results as 
illustrated in table 1.9. 
 

Table 1.9  Upperchurch Kilcommon Hills 
 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 ____________________________________________________________________ 

L1   L2   L3   L4   L5   L6   L7   L8   L9   L10   V1   V2   V3 
6. Farmed foothills     1      1     1      0     0      1     1      1     1       1      1       1     1 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The farmed foothills in this landscape are very similar to those encountered in 
the Silvermines Character Area, In this regard, the capacity to absorb wind 
farm development is extensive and as previously discussed, some care is 
required in terms of achieving the right scale of development to match the 
scale of the receiving landscape. The design layout would broadly follow that 
prescribed for hilly and flat farmland according to the DoEHLG draft guidelines 
2004. Some modification will be required to this design solution and that 
relates to the size of the development. An increase in scale will result in a 
more successful layout that will respond to this landscape pattern which is 
bigger in scale than that found in the farmed ridges. 
 
Templemore Plains 
 
The farmed ridges located in this LCA are similar to those encountered in the 
Borrisokane Lowlands landscape and as such are a chain of low limestone 
farmed hills set against a backdrop of flat farmland. Specifically the ridgelines 
located to the south and east of Roscrea are capable of harnessing wind energy 
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as illustrated in Figure A1: Wind Energy Landscape Capacity Study. The 
landscape and visual assessment scoring criteria (Table 1.2), applied to this 
area yielded results as illustrated in table 1.10. 
 

Table 1.10  Templemore Plains 
  ____________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
L1  L2  L3  L4  L5  L6  L7  L8  L9  L10  V1  V2  V3 

Farmed Ridges      0     1    1     0    1     1    0     1    1      1      1    1     1 
 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

In respect of landscape criteria, the overall result for farmed ridges presents 
this landscape as capable of accommodating wind farms. This is largely due to 
the fact that it is a working dynamic landscape which is subject to the rigours 
and changes imposed by farming and forestry. There are little or no 
undeveloped areas in this regard which would carry a ‘wilderness’ like 
quality, as referred to in the criteria, that would render it unsuited to such 
development. 
 
The visual assessment scoring does overall indicate that wind farms are 
visually acceptable and this is largely due to the fact that these ridgelines are 
not prominent or iconic landmarks that dominate the backdrop of large areas 
of settlements or large populations. The ridgelines however do present 
themselves visually from the N62 national secondary route and the N7 
National primary route and the visual impact of any scheme proposals need 
to be considered in the context of these well used routes. The wind farm 
design layout would follow that prescribed for hilly and flat farmland according 
to the DoEHLG draft guidelines 2004. 
 
Devil’s Bit Mountains 

 
The upland bogland areas of the Devil’s Bit LCA, comprise a chain of 
prominent low mountains and include Borrisnoe, Kilduff and Devil’s bit 
mountains. The landscape and visual assessment scoring criteria (Table 1.2), 
applied to these mountainous areas yielded results as illustrated in table 1.11. 

 
Table 1.11  Devil's Bit Mountains 
  ____________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
L1   L2   L3   L4   L5   L6   L7   L8   L9   L10   V1   V2   V3 

4. Upland Bogland         1      1     0      1     1      0     1     0      0      0       0      0      0 
5. Upland fringe         1      1     1      1     1      0     0     0      0      0       1      1      1 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
In terms of landscape criteria, equal scores of both higher and lower potential 
are allocated. The large scale, open, windswept like nature of this landscape 
type, favours its use for wind farms. The absence, however of built elements 
and the degree of tranquility renders it unsuitable for wind farm 
development. 
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In terms of visual criteria, this landscape is judged to be highly visually 
sensitive. The ridgelines of these mountains are prominent and are defining 
features that form a backdrop of settlement areas such as Templemore and 
principal transport corridors, namely the N62, sections of which are scheduled 
in the County Development Plan in respect of views, and the route R501. 
The summit associated with Devil’s Bit is exceptional in terms of prominence 
and indeed the local value placed on this iconic and unique landmark would 
confer the maximum level of protection from a range of development types 
quite apart from wind farms. 
 
Overall the upland bogland LCT within the Devil’s Bit LCA would not be 
recommended for development of wind farms. This is largely as a result of the 
unique and iconic landscape elements such as the Devil’s Bit Mountain 
together with both Borrisnoe and Kilduff Mountain. Figure A1 illustrates the 
geographical extent of both the landscape character types and the landscape 
character areas as derived from the baseline landscape assessment. The 
physical extent of landscape deemed unsuitable for wind farm development is 
also indicated in broad terms in this figure. In regard to the upland bogland 
LCT , any applications for wind farm developments generally must not 
intrude upon or obscure views of the key landscape elements therein. 
 
The upland fringe includes the foothills of the mountain areas described 
above and in terms of landscape criteria, yields equal scores for both higher 
and lower potential for wind farms. In terms of visual criteria, the landscape 
does not answer to the three criteria used to measure visual sensitivity. 
Applications for wind farm proposals could be considered in this part of the 
Devil’s Bit LCA and would broadly follow the design guidance prescribed for 
the landscape type entitled ‘transitional marginal land’ as prescribed in the 
DoEHLG draft guidelines 2004. 
 
Nenagh Corridor 
 
The farmed ridges area of this LCA is broadly similar to that encountered in 
the Borrisokane lowlands and comprises a low lying limestone ridge located 
to the south west of Nenagh. It is a relatively small area of landscape which is 
capable of harnessing wind energy and this is illustrated in Figure A1: Wind 
Energy Landscape Capacity Study. The landscape and visual assessment 
scoring criteria (Table 1.2), applied to this area yielded results as illustrated in 
table 1.12. 
 

Table 1.12  Nenagh Corridor 
  ____________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
L1   L2   L3   L4   L5   L6   L7   L8   L9   L10   V1   V2   V3 

Farmed Ridges     0      1     1      0      1     1     0      1     1      1       1      1      1 
 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

This landscape shares similarities with the farmed ridgelines encountered in 
other character areas and are judged to be capable of accommodating wind 
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farm development and the design layout would follow that prescribed for hilly 
and flat farmland according to the DoEHLG draft guidelines 2004. 

 
It must be emphasised that the above capacity study was undertaken on the 
basis of a windspeed of 50m above ground level and this was due to the 
predicted suitability of 50m high turbines to the relatively small scale 
landscapes of North Tipperary. The wind capacity for the County at 100m 
above ground level results in the majority of the County being suited to the 
harnessing of wind energy. Such a turbine height could be accommodated in 
particular locations where a landscape is somewhat without scale, this relates 
to large tracts of forestry in the upland areas or large areas of bog which has 
been harvested for fuel and as such, represents a large scale industrial 
landscape. 
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2 OUTLINE LANDSCAPE STRATEGY FOR NORTH TIPPERARY 
 

Outline guidance in respect of particular development types is presented in 
the context of the twelve Landscape Character Areas defined for the County. 
The development types, which currently place pressure on the landscape of 
North Tipperary which are the subject of this brief assessment include the 
following: 
• Commercial Forestry 
• Housing in rural areas 
• Telecommunications masts 
 

2.1   COUNTY POLICY BACKGROUND 
 

2.1.1 Forestry 
 

Paragraph 4.4 of the County Development Plan outlines current policy in 
respect of commercial forestry. Policy aspirations in respect of landscape 
design include: 
• The use of geometric shapes, particularly on uplands shall be avoided. 
• The edge of the afforestation shall relate to landscape features and not to contours 
or straight lines. 
• Variety of species is important and a minimum of 30% hardwood should be 
incorporated. 
• The convergence of forest edge and the skyline shall be avoided. 
• Afforestation shall be set back from roads and not impact on distant or protected 
views. 
• Proposed afforestation that has a negative impact on a protected view or scenic 
area will not be supported. 
 
Specifically, Policy ENV 15: Forestry states the following: 

 
It is the policy of the Council to monitor forestry against impacts on the following: 
 
• Scenic areas and elevated landscapes in primary amenity areas 
• Areas of best agricultural land 
• Environmentally designated sites 
• Marginal land with high biodiversity 
 
Reference in this document is made to the design principles set out for 
application at a national level in the publication entitled Forestry and the 
Landscape, Guidelines, published by The Forest Service in 1992. This design 
guide should be used as a basis for site specific design guidance within each 
of the Landscape Character Areas defined for North Tipperary. 
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2.1.2   Telecommunications 
Paragraph 7.6.2 of the County Development Plan outlines policy aspirations in 
respect of telecommunications antenna. Specifically policy SERV 6 states the 
following: 
It is the policy of the Council in the consideration of proposals for 
telecommunications 
masts, antennae and ancillary equipment to require the following: 
• The visual impact of the proposed equipment on the natural or built environment, 

particularly in areas of sensitive landscape or historic importance. 
• The potential for co location of equipment on existing masts; and 
• Department of the Environment and Local Government ‘Guidelines for Planning 

Authorities (July 1996)’ 
 

2.1.3   Housing in rural areas 
Policy in respect of rural housing is set out in the County Development Plan 
under the following: 
 

Box 2.1  County Plan Policy on rural housing 
 
  ____________________________________________________________________ 

•  HSG 5 – Rural Housing in the Countryside gives details on the categories of persons 
that will accommodated in respect of their rural housing needs. The geographical 
scope of this policy covers rural areas and villages but excludes the towns of Nenagh, 
Thurles, Roscrea, Templemore, Ballina, Newport, Borrisokane, Borrisoleigh, Littleton 
and Cloughjordan. 

•  HSG 5a – Rural housing to be accommodated in the ‘special landscape zones’ and to 
meet the design standards set out in Appendix 2 of the County Development Plan. The 
‘special landscape zones’ are identified as areas where housing can be successfully 
incorporated based on the results of the landscape character study. 

•  HSG 6 – Rural housing to be accommodated in ‘structurally weak areas’ or areas in 
decline provided that the design standards set out are achieved. 

•  HSG 8 – Rural housing in pressure areas will be resisted, these pressure areas being 
identified, in landscape terms, as areas of Primary Amenity (County Designations 
Map) or highly scenic areas as defined and derived from the baseline landscape 
character assessment. 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Specific reference is made to the ‘Guidelines for rural housing’ contained in 
Appendix 2 of the County Development Plan and this is used as a basis for 
site specific landscape guidance to be provided in each Landscape Character 
Area. 

 
 
2.2   THE GUIDELINES 
 

Outline design guidance is presented for the three development types relative 
to the Landscape Character Types found in each of the twelve Landscape 
Character Areas in the following tables. 
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2.2.1 Commercial Forestry 
 

Table 2.1  Shannon Callows 
 
 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Landscape   Commercial Forestry 
Character Type 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
1. Flood Meadows   The landscape character assessment identifies this area as being of importance for its habitat value, and the diversity of habitat which 

needs to be safeguarded by restricting further afforestation. 
2. Raised Bogland   The guidance given for flood meadows (above) applies here. 

In addition, the visual setting of existing plantations could be improved by the planting of an outer margin of birch woodland to match 
that associated with raised bog generally 

9. Wetland   Forest plantings should be of a scale that is consistent with the general scale of the field pattern in this area. 
Farmlands 

Broadleaf forestry should be encouraged as this is more suited to the local landscape character than coniferous plantings. 
 

However, the flat nature of this landscape presents an opportunity to accommodate commercial forestry in a manner which will easily 
be screened by incorporating an edge margin of broadleaf woodland of species to match that generally found in the area. 
 

13. Farmed Ridges   The topography is such that potentially both the forest edge and interior are visible. In this regard, the extent of screening offered by the 
boundary planting, whilst reduced, is still significant in terms of visual mitigation. Such boundary treatment would include species such 
as oak and beech that reflect locally present species. 
 
The scale of the forest planting becomes more important given that it is potentially more visible. In this landscape, forest plantings 
should match adjacent field patterns in terms of scale. 
 
Broadleaf plantings would be very much in character with this landscape. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Table 2.2   Upper Lough Derg 
 
   _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Landscape   Commercial Forestry 
Character Type 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
1. Flood Meadows   The scenic quality and degree of visual exposure to Lough Derg is such that intensive forest cropping would generally be inappropriate 

in this landscape. 
The planting of small woodlands comprising native species should be encouraged on a limited scale and in a manner that enhances 
scenic views. 

14. Drumlin   The scale of forest plantations should be sympathetic to the overall scale of the farmed landscape pattern. 
Farmland with   Coniferous crops are inappropriate to the landscape character of this area. Such plantations, if surrounded by a band of native species 
Loughs    plantings (ash and birch), will sit more comfortably in this landscape. 

Priority should be given to native species plantations which will contribute to scenic quality and character. 
Overall, care will be required in preserving local highly scenic landscape settings associated with many of the loughs in the low lying 
areas. 

8. Mixed Arable and  The relatively flat farmland setting is such that the impact of coniferous forestry is restricted to that which can be viewed at the forest 
Pasture Lowlands.   edge. 

Emphasis should be placed on the planting of deciduous native species at the edges of existing forests in order that these may better 
present themselves in the landscape. 
Care will be needed in terms of forest development near the Nenagh River both in terms of maintaining landscape quality and 
preserving ecological condition. 
The views gained by users of the Lough Derg Walking Route are important in any future forest planning in this area. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Table 2.3   Arra Mountains 
   

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Landscape   Commercial Forestry 
Character Type 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4. Upland Bogland   Large tracts of coniferous forest are already present and have compromised the landscape quality and ecology of this area. 
with Afforestation 

Future plantings should be more organic in shape rather than geometric. 
 
Care should be taken to preserve views of the wider landscape from the Lough Derg Way walking route. 

5. Upland Fringe   The small scale field pattern that presents itself in this landscape is visually strong and because of this, smaller scale forest plantations 
would sit more comfortably in this landscape. 

6. Farmed Foothills  The plantation size should reflect the scale of the farming pattern present in this landscape. 
The foothills, being substantial in size in places, do form important localised horizons. In these locations, coniferous plantations should 
not be located at the summit or read against the horizon. 

12. Lough Fringe   The scenic quality of this relatively small area is high and emphasis should be placed on the planting of very small areas containing 
Farmland   deciduous native species forests only. 

   17. Gorge   Owing to the steep nature of the terrain, this area is likely to be less economically viable for commercial forest plantings. The extent of 
development associated with the town of Ballina would justify an active programme of planting of small deciduous woodlands to 
reinstate lost vegetation and enhance existing character. 

8. Mixed Arable and  The relatively flat farmland setting is such that the impact of coniferous forestry is limited to that which can be viewed at the forest edge. 
Pasture Lowlands   Emphasis should be placed on the planting of deciduous native species at the edges of existing forests in order that these may present 

themselves better in the landscape. 
Care will be needed in terms of forest development near the Nenagh River in order to maintain landscape quality and preserve its 
ecological condition. 
The views gained by users of the Lough Derg Walking Route are important in any future forest planning in this area. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Table 2.4   Borrisokane Lowlands 
  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Landscape   Commercial Forestry 
Character Type 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3. Urban Fringe   The use of forestry as an enhancement to the urban fringe of main towns should be considered, specifically in respect to the provision of 

deciduous woodlands serving local communities as pocket forest parks and containing walking and cycling routes as amenities for the 
public. 

8. Mixed Arable and  The relatively flat farmland that is present in this area results in reduced visual impact of forest plantations. The planting of native 
Pasture Lowlands   species at the forest edge is recommended. 

Deciduous species plantings should be encouraged. 
9. Wetland   The relatively flat farmland that is present in this area results in reduced visual impact of forest plantations. The planting of native 
Farmlands   species at the forest edge is recommended. 

Deciduous species plantings should be encouraged. 
Care should be taken with regard to the maintenance of the landscape setting associated with the low lying loughs. 

13. Farmed Ridges   These ridgelines occur as rare or occasional topographic features in this broadly flat landscape. Forest plantations should be limited in 
this area in recognition of the scenic value of the ridges. 
Deciduous native species plantings would be preferable to coniferous plantings. 

   
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Table 2.5   River Shannon - Newport 

  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Landscape   Commercial Forestry 
Character Type 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. Raised Bogland   Active bogland is a natural resource that is becoming scarce and should not be used to support coniferous forestry. 
12. Lough Fringe   As outlined in other areas of the County, the Lough Shore has a scenic quality which would render it unsuitable for forest crops. 
Farmland   The careful planting of native species as small woodland clumps would enhance local character. 
13. Farmed Ridges   These ridges present themselves against the larger skyline associated with Keeper Hill. The planting of forestry should be of a scale that 

complements the existing farmed pattern and that does not obstruct the views of the summit of Keeper Hill. 
15. Farmed Rolling  This lower lying landscape will, in terms of soils, accommodate deciduous woodland. Such species should be used around existing 
Hills    coniferous plantations or indeed as entire deciduous forests. 
11. Glacial Valley   This is a concave landscape, large expanses of which can be viewed from higher elevations. 

Preference should be placed on the planting of indigenous species crops, which would accord with landscape character. 
  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
  ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT     NORTH TIPPERARY COUNTY COUNCIL 

21 
 



 
 
 

Table 2.6   Silvermines - Rearcross 
 
  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Landscape   Commercial Forestry 
Character Type 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4. Upland Bogland   The eastern part of the Silvermine range contains large tracts of forestry planting. The profile of the existing planting would be improved 
with Afforestation   by placing future plantings at lower elevations, thereby avoiding a forested summit or skyline. 

The views of the wider landscape associated with the Slieve Felim Way should be considered in future forest plans for this area. 
The active blanket bog associated with the Silvermine range, Keeper Hill and Mother Mountain should be protected on ecological 
grounds. The scenic quality of this active bog is important in these areas and forest plantings should be placed in a manner that does not 
screen this resource from view. 

5. Upland Fringe   The Rivers Clare and Bilboa are significant features of this landscape. Although not highly visible, 
6. Farmed Foothills  The scale of the farmed landscape is, as mentioned before, the important factor in the layout and design of forest plantings. 

Clear-felling of coniferous forests on a large scale currently presents as an unsightly scar on this landscape. A change in silvicultural 
practices should be promoted in order to avoid such landscape impacts. 
The introduction of larch (Larix spp.) in these upland areas will improve the appearance of existing conifer plantings in this setting. 

7. Moorland Hills   This area is relatively constrained in terms of forest cropping. Active bog associated with the moor should not be used for commercial 
forestry. 
This landscape, albeit upland, is open and the scenic quality is dominated by the extent of ‘horizon’ visible at the interface between moor 
and sky. In view of this, forest plantings should not breach these important skylines. 

18. River Valley   This landscape feature is defined by the River Mulkear. This steep sided valley is highly scenic and should not be considered for 
commercial forest planting. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Table 2.7   Upperchurch – Kilcommon Hills 
 
   _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Landscape   Commercial Forestry 
Character Type 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
6. Farmed Foothills  The scale of the farming pattern should determine the scale of forest plantings overall. 

The forest plantings should not breach the skyline or horizon of the bigger foothills in this area. 
Clear felling of coniferous forests on a large scale currently presents as an unsightly scar on this landscape. This is particularly noticeable 
in respect of Cooneen Hill. A change in silvicultural practices should be promoted in order to avoid such landscape impacts. 

 
The introduction of larch (Larix spp.) in these upland areas will improve the appearance of conifer plantings in this setting. 

16. Enclosed Valley  This low lying enclosed valley is defined by the mountain and upland character types that surround it. Forest plantings would not be 
over dominant visually although the introduction of deciduous native species will improve their aesthetic setting in the wider landscape. 

  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Table 2.8   Thurles Hinterland 
 
  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Landscape   Commercial Forestry 
Character Type 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3. Urban Fringe   The use of forestry as an enhancement to the urban fringe of main towns should be considered, specifically in respect of deciduous 

woodlands serving the local communities as pocket forest parks and containing walking and cycling routes as amenities for the public. 
8. Mixed Arable and  These landscapes can accommodate forest crops and emphasis should be placed on deciduous native species, the overall wooded cover 
Pasture Lowlands   of this lowland area being low. 
13. Farmed Ridges   These ridgelines occur as rare or occasional topographic features in this broadly flat landscape. 

Deciduous native species plantings would be preferable to coniferous plantings 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Table 2.9   Littleton Boglands 
 
  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Landscape   Commercial Forestry 
Character Type 

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. Raised Bogland   Typically such acid conditions are suited to coniferous crops. However, given the ecological and landscape value of designated active 

bog, the use of this area for forestry is not recommended. 
8. Mixed Arable and  These landscapes can accommodate forest crops and emphasis should be placed on deciduous native species, the overall wooded cover 
Pasture Lowlands   of this lowland area being low. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Table 2.10   Templemore Plains 
 
   _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Landscape   Commercial Forestry 
Character Type 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. Raised Bogland   Typically such acid conditions are suited to coniferous crops. However, given the ecological and landscape value of active bog, the use of 

this area for forestry is not recommended. 
3. Urban Fringe   The use of forestry as an enhancement to the urban fringe of main towns should be considered, specifically in respect of deciduous 

woodlands serving the local communities as pocket forest parks and containing walking and cycling routes as amenities for the public. 
10. Lowland Pasture  This flat to undulating landscape is relatively sparse in terms of woodland cover. Emphasis should be placed on native species 

plantations as conifer plantations do not visually associate well with this landscape character. 
13. Farmed Ridges   These ridgelines occur as rare or occasional topographic features in this broadly flat landscape. Forest plantations should be limited in 

recognition of the scenic value of the ridges. 
Deciduous native species plantings would be preferable to coniferous plantings. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Table 2.11   Devilsbit mountains 
 
  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Landscape   Commercial Forestry 
Character Type 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4. Upland Bogland   In this area, the presence of large tracts of commercial forestry detracts from the overall landscape character especially the setting of the 
with Afforestation   Devil’s Bit Mountain. Efforts should be made to reduce the plantation sizes and reduce their visual impact by the introduction of native 

species woodlands which would enhance this setting. 
Views of the active blanket bog should be enhanced together with mountain summits generally. 
Clear-felling of coniferous forests on a large scale currently presents as an unsightly scar on this landscape. A change in silvicultural 
practices is should be promoted in order to avoid such landscape impacts. 
The introduction of larch (Larix spp.) in these upland areas will improve the appearance of conifer plantings in this setting. 

5. Upland Fringe   Much of this upland fringe can be seen from the low lying farmed landscape environs and can accommodate limited afforestation only in 
order to preserve views of the Devil’s Bit and Borrisnoe Mountain landscape. 

6. Farmed Foothills  The scale of the farming pattern should determine the scale of forest plantings overall. 
The forest plantings should not breach the skyline or horizon of the mountain landscapes in this area. 

10. Lowland Pasture  This flat to undulating landscape is relatively sparse in terms of woodland cover. Emphasis should be placed on native species 
plantations. Conifer plantations do not visually associate well with this landscape character. 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Table 2.12   Nenagh Corridor 
 
  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Landscape   Commercial Forestry 
Character Type 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3. Urban Fringe   The use of forestry as an enhancement to the urban fringe of main towns should be considered, specifically in respect of deciduous 

woodlands serving the local communities as pocket forest parks and containing walking and cycling routes as amenities for the public. 
10. Lowland Pasture  Emphasis should be placed on native species plantations. Conifer plantations do not visually associate well with this landscape character. 

However in this relatively flat landscape, edge plantings of deciduous species could be established to reduce visual impact overall. 
13. Farmed Ridges   These ridgelines occur as rare or occasional topographic features in this broadly flat landscape. Forest plantations should be limited in 

recognition of the scenic value of the ridges. 
Deciduous native species plantings would be preferable to coniferous plantings. 

11. Glacial Valley   This is a concave landscape, large expanses of which can be viewed from higher elevations. 
Preference should be given to the planting of indigenous species crops which would accord with landscape character. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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2.2.2 Rural Housing 
 

Table 2.13   Shannon Callows 
 
   _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Landscape   Rural Housing 
Character Type 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
1. Flood Meadows  Landscape character assessment identifies the flood meadows LCT as a highly scenic landscape and valued ecological resource. The 

environmental capacity of this landscape type to accommodate housing is limited due to hydrological and ecological constraints. 
2. Raised Bogland   Landscape character assessment identifies the raised bogland LCT as a highly scenic landscape and valued ecological resource. Where 

land has been drained, housing should be carefully sited and designed. Screen planting using native species such as birch and alder 
reflect the natural vegetation in this area and should be included as roadside planting. 

9. Wetland   In the Wetland Farmlands LCT, dwellings could have an undue visual impact. Care should be taken to ensure that the scale, massing and 
Farmlands   materials of buildings are such as to minimise their intrusion, owing to the flat open nature of this landscape. 

Deciduous species, namely Oak (Quercus spp), Beech (Fagus spp) and hawthorn (Crataegus spp) should feature strongly in terms of site 
structure and boundary planting. This is particularly important in this LCA. 

13. Farmed Ridges   Housing should be carefully sited and designed within the Farmed Ridges LCT to avoid negative impacts on the character of this 
landscape. Variation in topography is limited and hence a heavy reliance needs to be placed on the siting of dwellings in a manner that 
uses mature vegetation or proximity to existing settlements in order to minimise visual impact. Schemes for single houses should use 
existing vegetation, if in good condition; otherwise, planting schemes using native stock such as hawthorn, etc should be introduced as 
part of the development. The siting of dwellings on the summit of these ridgelines should be avoided. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Table 2.14   Upper Lough Derg 
 
   _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Landscape   Rural Housing 
Character Type 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
1. Flood Meadows   Landscape character assessment identifies the flood meadows LCT as a highly scenic landscape and valued ecological resource. The 

environmental capacity of this landscape type to accommodate housing is limited due to hydrological and ecological constraints. 
14. Drumlin   This LCT is characterised by high standards of housing design and construction and these standards are especially apparent in the tourist 
Farmland with   villages of Lorrha, Puckaun and Coolbaun. 
Loughs 

Rural housing can be accommodated in lower lying areas where such developments are screened from view by the drumlin topography. 
Care will be required to preserve the ecological and landscape settings associated with the loughs, some of which are highly scenic. 

 
Dwellings that command views of the Lough Derg shore in this area are likely to have negative landscape and visual impacts and should 
be avoided in line with policies in the Western Area Plan. 

 
8. Mixed Arable and  This flat farmed landscape can accommodate rural housing. The character of houses in this area would be greatly enhanced by the 
Pasture Lowlands.   introduction of screen planting using indigenous woody species, in particular ash (Fraxinus excelsior) and hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna). 

Existing hedgerows in good condition should be retained around new dwellings. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Table 2.15   Arra Mountains 
 
   ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Landscape   Rural Housing 
Character Type 

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4. Upland Bogland   Scattered dwellings currently exist in this LCT and indeed many of these lie derelict. The renovation of any abandoned settlements 
with Afforestation   should be encouraged as these currently detract from landscape quality. 
 

New dwellings should not compromise the active bog habitats or visual catchment of Lough Derg. 
The landscape setting associated with the Lough Derg Way should also to be safeguarded from intrusive development. 

 
5. Upland Fringe   The issues associated with dereliction are also applicable in this LCT. 

Similar approaches should be taken in respect of the amenities and habitats as in the above LCT. 
6. Farmed Foothills  The rolling topography associated with this landscape will accommodate houses at lower elevations in an acceptable manner. The use of 

woodland or scrub whether existing or purposely planted will assist in the accommodation of these dwellings in this landscape. 
Housing development on the south eastern side of this LCT should be subject to careful siting and design in order to minimise visual 
impacts on the Glacial Valley LCT in the adjacent Nenagh Corridor Area. 

12. Lough Fringe   Scenic quality and habitat value are among the highest in the County and development should be carefully sited and designed to avoid 
Farmland   negative impacts. 
17. Gorge   This area is substantially developed already. In order to preserve the remaining gorge landscape and indeed to prevent an uncontrolled 

spread of the town of Ballina, further housing development should be limited in line with the Western Area Plan. 
8. Mixed Arable and  This flat farmed landscape can accommodate rural housing. The character of houses in this area would be greatly enhanced by the 
Pasture Lowlands   introduction of screen planting using indigenous woody species, in particular ash (Fraxinus excelsior) and hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna). 

Existing hedgerows in good condition should be retained around new dwellings. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Table 2.16   Borrisokane Lowlands 
 
   _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Landscape   Rural Housing 
Character Type 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3. Urban Fringe   The development of housing will should accord with existing planning policy for the town of Borrisokane. 
8. Mixed Arable and  This flat farmed landscape can accommodate rural housing and the siting of same would be greatly enhanced by the introduction of screen 
Pasture Lowlands   planting using indigenous woody species, in particular ash (Fraxinus excelsior) and hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna). 

Although Beech (Fagus sylvatica) is not indigenous, it is a long established species in this landscape and contributes to character overall. In 
view of this, Beech should be considered for planting within the curtilage of new rural dwellings. 
In respect of localised scenic landscapes, for example, those associated with both Lough Eorna and Lough Duff, development should be 
subject to careful siting and design. Good siting is also important in the environs of the Nenagh River to minimise negative ecological 
impacts. 

9. Wetland   This flat farmed landscape can accommodate rural housing. The character of houses in this area would be greatly enhanced by the 
Farmlands   introduction of screen planting using indigenous woody species, in particular ash (Fraxinus excelsior) and hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna). 

 
Although Beech (Fagus sylvatica) is not indigenous, it is a long established species in this landscape and contributes to character overall. In 
view of this, Beech should be considered for planting within the curtilage of new rural dwellings. 
In respect of localised scenic landscapes, for example, those associated with marshy low lying areas and the environs of the Little Brosna 
River., development should be subject to careful siting and design. , 

13. Farmed Ridges   As the ridgelines are prominent features in the context of a low lying landscape, emphasis needs to be placed on the careful siting of 
dwellings in order that they sit comfortably in this landscape. Schemes for single houses should use existing vegetation, if in good 
condition; otherwise, planting schemes using native stock such as hawthorn, etc should be introduced as part of the development. 

 
Topography should be explored in order to find sites located in flatter areas, which serve as a natural seat for a dwelling house. 
Summit locations on these ridgelines should be avoided. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Table 2.17   River Shannon – Newport 
 
   _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Landscape   Rural Housing 
Character Type 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. Raised Bogland   Landscape character assessment identifies the raised bogland LCT as a highly scenic landscape and valued ecological resource. In designated 

raised bog sites, housing is not recommended for ecological and hydrological reasons. Where land has been drained, housing should be 
carefully sited and designed. Screen planting using native species such as birch and alder reflect the natural vegetation in this area and 
should be included as roadside planting. 
 

12. Lough Fringe   Scenic quality and habitat value are among the highest in the County and development should be carefully sited and designed to avoid 
Farmland   negative impacts. 
13. Farmed Ridges   As the ridgelines are prominent features in the context of a low lying landscape, emphasis needs to be placed on the careful siting of 

dwellings in order that they sit comfortably in this landscape. Schemes for single houses should use existing vegetation, if in good condition; 
otherwise, planting schemes using native stock such as hawthorn, etc should be introduced as part of the development. Topography should 
be explored in order to find sites located in flatter areas that serve as a natural seat for a dwelling house. 
Summit locations on these ridgelines should be avoided. 

15. Farmed Rolling  The variable topography is such that individual houses can be accommodated at lower elevations where screening is provided by landform. 
Hills    Hilltops and ridge locations are not recommended. 
11. Glacial Valley   This glacial valley is visually exposed over a wide geographic upland area. 
 

Mature vegetation should be used to screen permitted development from this wider landscape. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Table 2.18   Silvermines – Rearcross 
    
   _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Landscape   Rural Housing 
Character Type 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4. Upland Bogland   The existing derelict single dwellings present currently detract from the scenic quality overall. Opportunities to renovate neglected sites 
with Afforestation   should be taken. 
   

The upland areas associated with Keeper Hill, Mother Mountain and the western part of the Silvermine Mountains are important in terms of 
landscape quality and ecological value associated with the Blanket bog. Development should be restricted in these areas. 

5. Upland Fringe   The topography of this area is such that housing could be sited sensitively at lower elevations where it will be screened from long range 
views. 
Development around the rivers and associated landscape settings should be subject to careful siting and design to avoid negative landscape 
and ecological impacts. 

6. Farmed Foothills  Apart from the presence of large tracts of forestry and indeed localised quarrying activities, this is a fairly undisturbed landscape containing 
intact habitats that confer a wilderness like quality to the area. Although houses can be successfully sited and concealed in the varying 
topography, the designs should be appropriate to the scale and form of the landscape. Vernacular two storey style housing is appropriate in 
this landscape. Innovative contemporary designs that recognise landscape character should be encouraged. Local stone is evident in the 
field boundaries and curtilage of existing settlements. Innovative use of stone would work well in design terms in this setting. 

7. Moorland Hills   Much of this landscape contains intact marsh and bog habitats with occasional watercourses. Whilst housing can be visually acceptable in 
this upland area, efforts should be made to retain and protect these intact undisturbed landscapes. 

18. River Valley   This is a highly scenic valley. Development should be limited and sensitively sited and designed to enhance the scenic quality and avoid 
negative landscape and ecological impacts. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Table 2.19   Upperchurch – Kilcommon Hills 
 
   _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Landscape   Rural Housing 
Character Type 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
6. Farmed Foothills  The condition and quality of this landscape is high. Although houses can be successfully sited and concealed in the varying topography, the 

designs should be appropriate to the scale and form of the landscape. Vernacular two storey style housing is appropriate in this landscape. 
Innovative contemporary designs that recognise landscape character should be encouraged. Local stone is evident in the field boundaries 
and curtilage of existing settlements. Innovative use of stone would work well in design terms in this setting. 

16. Enclosed Valley  Albeit a relatively flat landscape, the capacity to accommodate dwellings exists. Where existing good quality vegetation through 
earthbanks/hedgerows exist, they should be retained to afford screening and reduce visual impact. Where these do not exist, new hedgerow 
of native stock should be planted as part of development. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Table 2.20   Thurles Hinterland 
 
   _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Landscape   Rural Housing 
Character Type 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3. Urban Fringe   The development of housing will should accord with existing planning policy for the town of Thurles 
8. Mixed Arable and  This flat farmed landscape can accommodate rural housing. The character of such housing would be greatly enhanced by the introduction of 
Pasture Lowlands   screen planting using indigenous woody species, in particular ash (Fraxinus excelsior) and hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna). 

Development in the environs of the Rivers Suir and Clodiagh should be subject to careful siting and design to avoid negative landscape and 
ecological impacts. 

13. Farmed Ridges   As the ridgelines are prominent features in the context of a low lying landscape, emphasis needs to be placed on the careful siting of 
dwellings in order that they sit comfortably in this landscape. Schemes for single houses should use existing vegetation, if in good condition, 
otherwise, planting schemes using native stock such as hawthorn, etc should be introduced as part of the development. 
Topography should be explored in order to find sites located in flatter areas, which can serve as a natural seat for a dwelling house. 
Summit locations on these ridgelines should be avoided. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Table 2.21   Littleton Boglands 
 
   _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Landscape   Rural Housing 
Character Type 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. Raised Bogland   Landscape character assessment identifies the raised bogland LCT as a highly scenic landscape and valued ecological resource. Where land 

has been drained, housing should be carefully sited and designed. Screen planting using native species such as birch and alder reflect the 
natural vegetation in this area and should be included as roadside planting. 

 
8. Mixed Arable and  This flat farmed landscape can accommodate rural housing. The character of such housing would be greatly enhanced by the introduction of 

   Pasture Lowlands   screen planting using indigenous woody species, in particular ash (Fraxinus excelsior) and hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna). 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Table 2.22   Templemore Plains 
 
   _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Landscape   Rural Housing 
Character Type 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. Raised Bogland   Landscape character assessment identifies the raised bogland LCT as a highly scenic landscape and valued ecological resource. Where land 

has been drained, housing should be carefully sited and designed. Screen planting using native species such as birch and alder reflect the 
natural vegetation in this area and should be included as roadside planting. 
 

3. Urban Fringe   The development of housing should accord with existing planning policy for the town of Templemore. 
10. Lowland Pasture  Housing development has taken place in a linear fashion along the N62 road south of Roscrea. Steps should be taken to limit the expansion 

of this linear development in order to minimise the impact on the rural character of the area, and to provide a clear boundary between town 
and countryside landscapes in line with County Development Plan policy. 
The planning of rural housing in the wider countryside should recognise and protect important views of the Devil’s Bit Mountain and 
ensure the visual impact of such development is minimised through good siting and design. 
Careful siting and design is particularly important in the more remote or undisturbed landscapes, for example, those associated with loughs 
or wetland marshes to minimise impacts on the environmental capacity of these areas. 

 
 

13. Farmed Ridges   As the ridgelines are prominent features in the context of a low lying landscape, emphasis should placed on the careful siting of dwellings in 
order that they sit comfortably in this landscape. Schemes for single houses should use existing vegetation, if in good condition; otherwise, 
planting schemes using native stock such as hawthorn, etc should be introduced as part of the development. Topography should be explored 
in order to find sites located in flatter areas, which can serve as a natural seat for a dwelling house. 
Summit locations on these ridgelines are to be avoided. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Table 2.23   Devilsbit Mountains 
 
   _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Landscape   Rural Housing 
Character Type 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4. Upland Bogland   Development should be discouraged in this area owing to the significant scenic quality and habitat value associated with the active blanket 
with Afforestation   bog. 
5. Upland Fringe   Individual houses could be accommodated in this landscape. The scale of such a development is relatively small and will not impact on the 

upland iconic skylines associated with the mountains. 
The use of existing abandoned buildings should be encouraged. 

6. Farmed Foothills  This landscape has a topography that can effectively provide discreet locations for individual houses that will not have significant visual 
impacts on the wider landscape. Although houses can be successfully sited and concealed in the varying topography, the designs should be 
appropriate to the scale and form of the landscape. Vernacular two storey style housing is appropriate in this landscape. Innovative 
contemporary designs that recognise landscape character should be encouraged. 

10. Lowland Pasture  Locations where some development has already taken place or indeed where infrastructure (road and energy) currently exist should be 
considered more favourably for further development. 
Careful siting and design is particularly important in the more remote or undisturbed landscapes, for example, those associated with loughs 
or wetland marshes to minimise impacts on the environmental capacity of these areas. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Table 2.24   Nenagh Corridor 
 
   _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Landscape   Rural Housing 
Character Type 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3. Urban Fringe   The development of housing should accord with existing planning policy for the town of Nenagh. 
10. Lowland Pasture  Locations where some development has already taken place or indeed where infrastructure (road and energy) currently exist should be 

considered more favourably for further development. Careful siting and design is particularly important in the more remote or undisturbed 
landscapes, for example, those associated with loughs or wetland marshes to minimise impacts on the environmental capacity of these areas. 
The environs of the rivers Ballintotty and Nenagh together with associated landscape settings should also be subject to careful siting and 
design to minimise ecological and landscape impacts. 

13. Farmed Ridges   As the ridgelines are prominent features in the context of a low lying landscape, emphasis needs to be placed on the careful siting of 
dwellings in order that they sit comfortably in this landscape. Schemes for single houses should use existing vegetation, if in good condition, 
otherwise, planting schemes using native stock such as hawthorn, etc should be introduced as part of the development. Topography shouldbe 
explored in order to find sites located in flatter areas, which can serve as a natural seat for a dwelling house. 
Summit locations on these ridgelines should be avoided. 

11. Glacial Valley   Individual housing should be carefully sited in this visually exposed landscape. Schemes for single houses should use existing vegetation, if 
in good condition; otherwise, planting schemes using native stock such as hawthorn, etc should be introduced as part of the development to 
screen dwellings from long range views. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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2.2.3   Telecommunications Masts 
 
 

Table 2.25   Shannon Callows 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Landscape   Telecommunications 
Character Type 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
1. Flood Meadows   The Flood Meadows LCTs is not recommended for development owing to the high scenic quality and ecological value of this landscape. 
 
2. Raised Bogland   Landscape character assessment identifies the raised bogland LCT as a highly scenic landscape and valued ecological resource and is not 

recommended for telecommunications development. 
9. Wetland   The siting of these facilities within the wetland farmland LCT could be considered although they should be sited near existing forest crops 
Farmlands   or large areas of woodland in order to mitigate adverse impacts. 
 
13. Farmed Ridges   The Farmed Ridges LCT are the most elevated parts of this LCA and are more unsuitable for the siting of telecommunications masts as they 

would be so visually dominant in the context of the adjacent flat landscape. 
  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Table 2.26   Upper Lough Derg 
 
   _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Landscape   Telecommunications 
Character Type 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
1. Flood Meadows   The Flood Meadows LCTs is not recommended for development owing to the high scenic quality and ecological value of this landscape. 
 
14. Drumlin   The scale of this scenic landscape is such that the presence of tall industrial structures would detract dramatically from scenic value and 
Farmland with   landscape character. 
Loughs 
8. Mixed Arable and  Telecommunications masts could be accommodated in this working landscape. Advantage should be taken of existing forest plantations 
Pasture Lowlands.   and topography to provide partial screening of the mast structure (not including the signalling antennae) 

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Table 2.27   Arra Mountains 
 
   _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Landscape   Telecommunications 
Character Type 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4. Upland Bogland   Existing large tracts of forestry planting currently detract from landscape character in these areas. The telecommunications facilities could 
with Afforestation   be accommodated within these plantations. The siting of the facilities should not materially affect any areas of active bog or indeed be 

       visible from the shores of Lough Derg (including scenic routes). 
 

The landscape setting associated with the Lough Derg Way should be safeguarded from this form of development. 
5. Upland Fringe   Proximity to the scenic Lough Derg shoreline will result in constraints on development owing to the visual impact of these structures. 
6. Farmed Foothills  Telecommunications development could be acceptable in this landscape. The siting of same should be planned in a manner that avoids 

visual impacts on the Glacial Valley LCT as such impacts would be potentially very far reaching. 
 

The town of Ballina is also an area that is sensitive to development of this kind. In this regard, both landscape and visual impacts are to be 
avoided. 

12. Lough Fringe   Scenic quality and habitat value are among the highest in the County and development should be avoided. 
Farmland 
17. Gorge   Telecommunications structures should be avoided in this landscape. Such development would compromise the scenic quality of this area 

and would result in unacceptable negative visual impacts for residents of the town of Ballina. 
8. Mixed Arable and  Telecommunications masts could be accommodated in this working landscape. Advantage should be taken of existing forest plantations 
Pasture Lowlands   and topography to provide partial screening of the mast structure (not including the signalling antennae). 

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Table 2.28   Borrisokane Lowlands 
 
   _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Landscape   Telecommunications 
Character Type 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3. Urban Fringe   The siting of telecommunications in the urban fringe is unlikely to be feasible owing to the potential negative visual impacts arising in 

respect of residents in the urban area. 
8. Mixed Arable and  The visual impacts arising from the siting of such tall structures could be far reaching in this open flat landscape. Efforts should be made 
Pasture Lowlands   to minimise these negative impacts. 

Whilst powerlines may be acceptable in this landscape, highly remote or undeveloped areas should be avoided. Such areas will include 
the landscape settings associated with the occasional loughs. 
Impacts overall would be further reduced by locating such structures in locations that currently accommodate similar infrastructure. 

9. Wetland   The visual impacts arising from the siting of such tall structures could be far reaching in this open flat landscape. Efforts should be made 
Farmlands   to minimise these negative impacts. 

Whilst powerlines may be acceptable in this landscape, highly remote or undeveloped areas should be avoided. Such areas include the 
marshy areas associated with low lying habitats. 

13. Farmed Ridges   This landscape type is not preferred for the siting of telecoms infrastructure. Such developments would dominate these small scale 
ridgelines in terms of scale. The ridgelines are elevated areas located within a wider lowland setting. The siting of such infrastructure 
would result in long range negative visual impacts over a wide geographic area. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Table 2.29   River Shannon – Newport 
 
   _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Landscape   Telecommunications 
Character Type 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. Raised Bogland   Landscape character assessment identifies the raised bogland LCT as a highly scenic landscape and valued ecological resource and is not 

recommended for telecommunications development. 
12. Lough Fringe   The scenic quality of this landscape is such that the siting of telecommunications infrastructure would not be recommended. 
Farmland 
13. Farmed Ridges   This landscape type is not preferred for the siting of telecoms infrastructure. Such developments would dominate these small scale 

ridgelines in terms of scale. The ridgelines are elevated areas located within a wider lowland setting. The siting of such infrastructure 
would result in long range negative visual impacts over a wide geographic area. 

15. Farmed Rolling  Whilst such a working landscape is acceptable for development, the scenic Lough Derg environs should be protected from this form of 
Hills    development. 
11. Glacial Valley   The visual exposure of this landscape from elevated locations is such that the siting of this kind of infrastructure will have visual impacts 

over a wide area. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Table 2.30   Silvermines – Rearcross 
 
   _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Landscape   Telecommunications 
Character Type 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4. Upland Bogland   Large tracts of forestry currently occupy the lower elevations of this LCT and present an opportunity to site this infrastructure. 
with Afforestation 

The upland areas associated with Keeper Hill, Mother Mountain and the western part of the Silvermine Mountains are important in 
terms of landscape quality and ecological value associated with the Blanket bog. Development should be restricted in these 
areas. Applications for permission to carry out development should include a visual analysis that demonstrates that these developments 
do not breach these important mountain skylines. 

5. Upland Fringe   Large tracts of coniferous forest are present in this landscape. These areas are not of high scenic quality and could be considered for the 
siting of this infrastructure. 

6. Farmed Foothills  Large tracts of coniferous forest are present in this landscape. These areas could be considered for the siting of this infrastructure. Apart 
from these large afforested sites, this is not a highly scenic landscape overall owing to the presence of the conifer plantings and quarrying 
activities. The infrastructure could be sited in localised areas that are already compromised by the activities mentioned. The visual 
impact of the telecommunications masts on the Slieve Felim Mountains in Co. Limerick needs to be carefully controlled. 

7. Moorland Hills   Large tracts of coniferous forest plantations are present in this landscape and these have compromised much of the original landscape 
character in particular locations. These could be deemed suitable for the siting of telecommunications infrastructure. 
However, there are also intact habitats in this area that confer an undisturbed wilderness character to this landscape. These locations are 
not recommended for development. 

18. River Valley   This is a highly scenic valley. Restrictions should be placed on all forms of development. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Table 2.31   Upperchurch – Kilcommon Hills 
 
   _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Landscape   Telecommunications 
  Character Type 
  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Farmed Foothills  The scenic quality and condition of this landscape is high and the telecommunications infrastructure will, if incorrectly sited, detract 
from this quality. A preference should be given to the use of sites already somewhat damaged by plantations of coniferous forest or 
similar infrastructure (communications or energy related). 
The Owenbeg River and associated landscape setting are highly sensitive and inappropriate to this form of development. 

16. Enclosed Valley  Although this is a working farmed landscape, it is enclosed by an upland landscape and is therefore visually very exposed. Whilst the 
siting of telecommunications structures would be acceptable in terms of landscape character, the visual impacts are likely to be far 
ranging. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Table 2.32   Thurles Hinterland 
 
   _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Landscape   Telecommunications 
Character Type 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3. Urban Fringe   The siting of telecommunications in the urban fringe is unlikely to be feasible owing to the potential negative visual impacts arising in 

respect of residents in the urban area. 
8. Mixed Arable and  The visual impacts arising from the siting of such tall structures could be far reaching in this open flat landscape. Efforts should be made 
Pasture Lowlands   to minimise these negative impacts. 

Whilst powerlines may be acceptable in this landscape, highly remote or undeveloped areas should be avoided. Such areas include the 
landscape settings associated with wetland or marsh habitats including the rivers Suir and Drish. 
Impacts overall would be further reduced by locating such structures in locations that currently accommodate similar infrastructure. 

13. Farmed Ridges   This landscape type is not preferred for the siting of telecoms infrastructure. Such developments would dominate these small scale 
ridgelines in terms of scale.  The ridgelines are elevated areas located within a wider lowland setting. The siting of such infrastructure 

would result in long range negative visual impacts over a wide geographic area. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT     NORTH TIPPERARY COUNTY COUNCIL 

46 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Table 2.33   Littleton Boglands 
 
   _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Landscape   Telecommunications 
Character Type 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. Raised Bogland   Landscape character assessment identifies the raised bogland LCT as a highly scenic landscape and valued ecological resource and is not 

recommended for telecommunications development. 
8. Mixed Arable and  The visual impacts arising from the siting of such tall structures could be far reaching in this open flat landscape. Efforts should made to 
Pasture Lowlands   minimise these negative impacts. 

Whilst powerlines may be acceptable in this landscape, highly remote or undeveloped areas should be avoided. Such areas include the 
landscape settings associated with marsh or wetland areas. 
Impacts overall would be further reduced by locating such structures in locations that currently accommodate similar infrastructure. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Table 2.34   Templemore Plains 
 
   _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Landscape   Telecommunications 
Character Type 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. Raised Bogland   Landscape character assessment identifies the raised bogland LCT as a highly scenic landscape and valued ecological resource and is not 

recommended for telecommunications development. 
3. Urban Fringe   The siting of telecommunications in the urban fringe is unlikely to be feasible owing to the potential negative visual impacts arising in 

respect of residents in the urban area of Templemore. 
10. Lowland Pasture  This is a farmed and somewhat developed landscape, which could accept the siting of telecommunications masts. However, the open 

nature of the landscape is such that such tall structures would have far reaching visual impacts. These visual impacts should be 
considered in the context of the views to be gained of the Devil’s Bit upland area which should be safeguarded. 

 
13. Farmed Ridges   This landscape type is not preferred for the siting of telecoms infrastructure. Such developments would dominate these small scale 

ridgelines in terms of scale. The ridgelines are elevated areas located within a wider lowland setting. The siting of such infrastructure 
would result in long range negative visual impacts over a wide geographic area. 
The ridgelines that lie close to the town of Roscrea are more sensitive to development owing to their proximity to this urban centre. 
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Table 2.35   Devilsbit Mountains 
 
   _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Landscape   Telecommunications 
Character Type 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4. Upland Bogland   Development should be discouraged in this area owing to the significant scenic quality and habitat value associated with the active 
with Afforestation   blanket bog. 
5. Upland Fringe   This upland landscape is important on a county wide level owing to the iconic scenery of the Devil’s Bit mountain in the adjoining 

character type. It is likely that telecommunications masts, if sited here, will intrude upon these mountain vistas thereby resulting in 
undesirable visual impacts. 

6. Farmed Foothills  This is a working farmed landscape. Telecommunications structures could be sited in a manner that uses the existing topography to 
provide partial screening of the mast at ground level. 
Impacts overall would be further reduced by locating such structures in locations that currently accommodate similar infrastructure. 

10. Lowland Pasture  This is a farmed and somewhat developed landscape which could accept the siting of telecommunications masts. The open nature of the 
landscape is such that such tall structures would have far reaching visual impacts. These visual impacts should be considered in the 
context of the views to be gained of the upland areas which should be safeguarded. 
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Table 2.36   Nenagh Corridor 
 
   _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Landscape   Telecommunications 
Character Type 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3. Urban Fringe   The siting of telecommunications structures in the urban fringe is unlikely to be feasible owing to the potential negative visual impacts 

arising in respect of residents in the urban area. 
10. Lowland Pasture  This is a farmed and somewhat developed landscape which could accept the siting of telecommunications masts. However, the open 

nature of the landscape is such that such tall structures would have far reaching visual impacts. The settlement of Nenagh Town is 
particularly sensitive in this regard. 
Impacts overall would be further reduced by locating such structures in locations that currently accommodate similar infrastructure. 

13. Farmed Ridges   This landscape type is not preferred for the siting of telecoms infrastructure. Such developments would dominate these small scale 
ridgelines in terms of scale. The ridgelines are elevated areas located within a wider lowland setting. The siting of such infrastructure 
would result in long range negative visual impacts over a wide geographic area. 

11. Glacial Valley   The visual exposure of this landscape from elevated locations is such that the siting of this kind of infrastructure would have far reaching 
visual impacts that should be taken into account when any development proposal of this nature is being considered. 
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